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An Exciting New Restaurant and An Exciting New Opportunity!
Tracy McPherson has dreamed of
owning a restaurant for many years. The
desire for this dream to become a reality
was influenced by her daughter, Leah.
Leah is a young woman with a
developmental disability who struggled
in her attempts to work in the
community. These experiences were the
driving force for Tracy to take the next
step.
Chattan Loch, which comes from
the McPherson’s Scottish clan name,
began as a catering company a little over
a year ago. From the beginning, Chattan
Loch has been committed to providing
opportunities for people with
disabilities. They employed several
people with disabilities for large catering
events held this past year, such as the

Advisory Committee Appreciation
dinner at the Ohio Hi Point Career
Center last spring. These successes
encouraged the next step which was to
offer a fine dining experience for Logan
County residents and to provide a place
of employment for as many people with
disabilities as possible.
Chattan Loch has worked closely
with several local agencies to provide
the supports necessary for a project of
this size including The Logan County
Board of Developmental Disabilities,
RTC
Employment
Services,
Rehabilitation Services Commission,
and Jobs and Family Services. Each
agency has played an important role in
supplying employees, purchasing
adaptive equipment, providing on-site
training and transportation.
Along with various other skilled
employees, currently, there are 16
people with disabilities working at
Chattan Loch in a variety of positions.
These employees began training at RTC
Employment Services more than a
month before the restaurant opened.
Different types of accommodations are
in place to help make their employment
possible and are intended to increase
success. Examples include the handheld
devices to assist servers in taking orders,
carts to deliver food to the tables, and
on-site job coaching to assist in learning
all of the job duties. Right now all
positions are part time, but Chattan Loch
hopes to provide opportunities for
advancement, higher wages, and
employee benefits in the future.

Chattan Loch is located at 212
E. Columbus Ave. and is closed on
Mondays. The hours are, Tuesday
through Saturday for lunch and dinner
and Sunday for brunch. Lunch is
offered from 11 am to 2 pm each day
and the Sunday brunch is from 10 am
to 2 pm. Dinner serving time runs from
5 pm to 9 pm Tuesday through
Thursday and 5 to 10 Friday and
Saturday. A unique feature of the
restaurant is the pub area which offers
its own menu along with fine wines and
other domestic and imported
beverages. The pub will be open 11
am to 11pm Tuesday through Thursday
and no later than 1 am on weekends.
The restaurant also offer daily soups,
a social hour, and carry out. All are
encouraged to come in and experience
the extraordinary food, elegant
atmosphere, and attentive service. Call
592-2696 for more information.

Mr. Casey selected to attend the U.S.
National Games for Team Ohio Softball
The Logan County
Special Olympic organization
is pleased to announce that
one of its own, Douglas J.
(D.J.) Casey, has been chosen
to represent Ohio at the 2010
US National Games to be held
at the University of Nebraska
July 18 – 23. Sixty-four
Special Olympic Ohio
athletes – on 10 teams – will
represent Ohio where D.J. will be a
member of the Team Ohio softball
team. DJ will be one of 3000 athletes
from all 50 states competing at the
Games.
D.J. was chosen because of his
excellent character and abilities as a
leader both on and off the field. It
became evident that these traits are
appreciated by our community as a
whole when he was recently selected
by radio station WPKO and Kevin F.
Jennings Funeral Home as January’s

Community Hero.
He was
nominated by head football coach
Jason Brown and Superintendent
Beth Harmon for his numerous hours
of service to the Bellefontaine
Chieftain athletic teams.
DJ will be a wonderful
addition to the Team Ohio softball
team. We are proud to have him
represent our county and the state of
Ohio in Nebraska.

Congratulations DJ!

Signs of the Times

Photos of new signage
which reflects official
name change that took
effect in October for
County Boards’ of
Developmental
Disabilities.
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Community Gives Outpouring
of Support for LCBDD Employee
It seems as though cancer
touches so many people these days
whether it is a personal battle or
someone we know. Right now it is
touching a friend and colleague at
Logan
County
Board
of
Developmental Disabilities. Darlene
Thornton, a teacher assistant at the
Discovery Center, was diagnosed with
Squamous Cell Carcinoma of the neck
earlier this school year. In late October
she underwent surgery and had her
thyroid and lymph glands removed
from her neck and is currently
undergoing a regiment of chemo
therapy and radiation. It has been a
rough road but she is now seeing the
light at the end of the tunnel. She has
5 more treatments to go and by the
time you read this she will be finished
with them and will be starting the
healing process.
Darlene is one of those people
who embraces life however it comes
to her, good or bad; she welcomes it
with open arms. We should all walk
through life that way especially in
these difficult times.
Needless to say Darlene still
has the recovery process ahead of her
but with her husband Dick, son Jon and

family and friends beside her she is
surrounded by encouragement and
support each step of the way.
On Thursday evening,
December 3rd, the staff of the Logan
County Board of Developmental
Disabilities sponsored a Spaghetti
Dinner Benefit to help with medical
costs. The dinner was held at the RTC
Industries and Logan County Board of
DD and was an absolute success! All
the volunteers that helped with the
dinner were so touched (and Darlene
was touched as well) by the outpouring
of love, support, and heartfelt well
wishes she received from everyone.
Over 700 spaghetti dinners were served
to folks who know Darlene well and
to those who have never met her
before. One woman even asked “who
is Darlene?” but still came in and
bought several dinners to help. What
an amazing night it was and the many
volunteer helpers were so proud to be
part of it. For some of you it was a
wonderful way to honor a loved one
afflicted with cancer by helping out
another. We asked Logan County
citizens to help and they came through
with flying colors. What a great
community we have!

STAFF NEWS
Logan County Board DD Welcomes Andrew Kinder, Business Manager
Andrew Kinder, Business Manager
began his new duties in mid
November with Logan County Board
of Developmental Disabilities.
Andrew and his wife Sandy live in
Troy, with their family of three
children and are expecting the fourth
child in the spring. Andrew came
from Miami County Board of DD
where he worked in the business office
for over 8 years. Andrew enjoys
quality family time, his church,
hiking, camping, the outdoors and is
an avid sports enthusiast.

FEBRUARY
15 Presidents Day – All Programs Closed
18 LCBDD meeting at 5:30 pm Board
Conference Room
25 Parent Ed Event at Discovery Center
26 Parent Ed Event at Discovery Center

Logan County Board Honors Two December Retirees
Linda Donnelly, Fiscal Supervisor retired after 21 years
of service to the board. Shown in the photo to the left,
Linda was honored with an open house where staff
presented her with a gift. Board President Mike Sandlin
presented Linda with a plaque for her 21 years of
service to the board and the people we are here to serve
in Logan County. Linda and her husband Don have
moved to the sunshine state of Florida for some
relaxation and warm weather.
Alice (Jeanie) Headings, Assistant Cook retired after
11 years of service with the board. Jeanie was
honored at a recent luncheon at the Discovery
Center. Jeanie and her husband Ray live at Indian
Lake Shores. Jeanie plans to spend her retirement
years in ministry with her husband and continue with
cooking for events at their church with others in
their senior group of friends. Staff presented Jeanie
with a gift of appreciation during the luncheon.

ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICES
1851 St. Rt. 47 West
P.O. Box 710
Bellefontaine, Ohio 43311
Telephone: 937-592-0015
Fax: 937-592-5615
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Parent Ed Event at Discovery Center

4

Parent Ed Event at Discovery Center

5

Staff Development Day

9

RTC Employer Appreciation Breakfast

18 LCBDD meeting at 5:30 pm Board
Conference Room
26 Annual Elected officials’ breakfast 8:00
a.m. Community Room
29 – April 2 – Discovery Center Spring Break

DISCOVERY CENTER
Telephone: 937-592-2009
Fax: 937-592-3098
RTC INDUSTRIES
Telephone: 937-592-0025
Fax: 937-592-3001

BOARD MEMBERS
Denyse Bayliss, Vice President
Bernard Tuttle, Secretary
Jennifer Thornburgh

MARCH

Angelia Parsons
Connie Hudson
Mike Hassel

PROGRAM ENROLLMENT
Early Intervention
Preschool
Adult Services
Community Employed
Case Management
Adults
Children
Residential Services group Home/apt.

60
219
120
55
155
52
74

